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“[Extract from the actual text of CC's written and sworn testimony in the

Case

YENTH=

Connelly vs., Connelly./
LAIiBETH PALACE ARCHIVES

In the Arches Court of Canterbury

On Tuesday the twen%tieth day of March
One thousand eight hundred and forty nine -

CONNELLY V. CONNELLY =
Bayford = Thomas =

On which day Thomas in the name and
as the lawful Proctor of Cornelia
Augusta Connelly and by all other
ways means and methods which nay
be most beneficial and effectual for
his said Party said alleged and in
Law articulately propounded as
follows to wits
soooo That by the month of June One thousand eight hundred and
forty five the said Pierce Connelly had completed his course
of study and was about to take Holy Orders in the Roman Catholic
Church - that 1%t being necessary however according to the
Cannons of the Roman Catholic Church in that behalf that his
Wlfe the sald Cornelia Augusta Connelly should first tind her-
self by & solemn vow of perpetual chastity she the s@ld Cornelia
Augusta Connelly accordingly to wit on the elghteenth day of the
said month pronounczed or took with the requisite formalities and
signed & solemn written vow (in the French language) of perpet-
ual chastity being the very vow prescrited by the papal Rescript
as before pleaded and that she so did with the fuli knowledge
and approbation (testified by his signature at the foot of such
written vow) of her husband the said Pierce Connelly although
she had previously warned him of the dirficulties and trials of
the State into which he was about to enter and had represented
to him the nature of the obligations to which he was about to
bind himself irrevocably and offered to reliease him from all
such difficultles and trials by returning to their previous mode
of life and thereby sacrificing any wish or will of her own - ‘
that the said Pierce Coanelly persisted however notwithstanding
such warnings and representations and accordingly to wit on the
twenty second day of the said month of June received Subdeacon's
orders - and on the %twenty ninth day of the said month Deacon's
orders and on the sixteenth day of July following Priest's
(rders all of the Church of Rome at the hands of the aforesaid
Cardinal Vicar of Rome., - And this was and is true and the Par'y
proponent alleges and propounds as beforse - ‘



. . : - - g e AT T ESRPA 1 RN MR R e S e s
R DR MPRT R £ S SR St m!-'.-aw-l‘vu.‘f-l(h“ﬁ“‘jﬁ‘"m GG B "?wwvfmﬁ"’wq‘r‘-'t ‘”q“\” 5‘ %:GP,},_ = e o LA

?

[First page of a bitter pamphlet against the Church by P. Connellyj

CASE
of

THE REV. PIERCE CONNELLY.

Mr, Connelly, who is an American by birth,
was bred and brought up in the Protestant Faith;
and early in life took orders in the American
Fpiscopal Church. He was for four years Rector
of Natchez, in the United States. In the year
1831 he was married to his present wife, by whom
he has three children, two sons and a daughter,
now of the respective ages of twenty,’eighteen9
and thirteen.

Like many others, led away by the hankering
after Church "Unity," and some "vyisible supreme
Headshlp over Christendom,” in 1835 he left the
Protestant Churchj abandoning his living, amid
the earnest and affectionate regrets of his
bishop, and of his parishioners.

cosoo The process by which his eyes became
opened to the false and fatal step that he had
taken in entering the Church of Rome, the light
that broke in upon him as depth after depth of
the moral abomination, and tyranny, and false-
hood of the Romish system Lecame revealed to
him, may be easily imagined by those who know
what Rome actually is, within, as contra=
distinguished from what she shows herself and
appears to be when seen only from without,

cccoo TO enable Mr. Connelly to pay the costs
already incurred by Romish ecclesiastics in
his wife's name, and so to place him beyond
the reach of further persecution, and in a
condition to compel the prosecution of the
Appeal; to vindicate the laws of God and mans
to meintain the rights of domestic 1life. the
sacredness of consclence, and liberty of jerson,
for every English womani a Committee of Noblemen
and Gentlemen has been formed, with his Grace
the Duke of Manchester at its head, for the pur-
pose of receiving such contributions as the Pro-
testant spirit of England shall prompt her
people to subscribe in such a cause,

{Note by CC at thejbottéﬁ of the page./

Marginal
notations by CC/

(drawn by
Divine Grace)

No ones eyes

were ever opened
by pride & vanity
or by a
disappointed
amtition or love
of power.

He is the only
persecutor -«
He the active
subject

I the object,

I am persuaded that Mr. C. can never in heart cease to love the Holy Catholic
Church but his love was always more a love of sentiment than of sscrifice -

& therefore less to be trusted.

His feelings -have been wounded & his love

turned to hatred for a time = When the opposite party gradually let sink into

nothingness
touched .

(sic) we may then hope that his eyes will be opened & his heart
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Joon the urging of the Commelly's Ygreat end good Iriand M
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11335 Plerge wenu,; in Sept ehff'g 1835 to stay Toir & few woeks
SLouig, Mo, wiun “110014.,,S in  oxdexr wo vonsult Nicoliet'a
Jogeph Rosatd, micgionary wishop of SE.touwds, adbout the Cariwl

» which he and Po*nelia haﬂ taen svudyin andl praying about,”
In ilareh of 1836, Pieres wrcte from Rome o Bis hop Rosatd. In thiwe
letiter he reveals that he had b°9ﬁ disecussing, fron the thims he and

Cornelis begen to belisve tha Catholic Chureh to b2 Fownded Uy Chriay
for all man, whsther thair COﬁinv into the Chwreh did not mezn that he
should slsc besome a Qatholic prigsst. He wrote on llarch 2. bvefore ha

had nade his abjuratidn in Rome:

Very dewr and right Reverend Sir fBp.Rosaty’
It is just a month pince we reached ¥rapes, btut only
a feaw days thmt we hmve been at Roms....
We can haxdly vellievs our identity or the reziity of
all we see sround us in this ancisnt eity. It seenw like a
dream or the acting of & play that ws should have so shifted
maigeenes & chonged eharacters within six short months. What a
shange has that 1ittle gspace wrought in 211 my feelinge,in
all my prinnip’es - in my friende, in my intsrests, in my
profession ! " ¥With regaxrd to the last it is with sincere
pleasure I cnmmnniﬂate to you that the Ca ardinal Viecar thinkes
ny prospscets of ussfulness in embracing the Catholie Faith will
be greater 2s a mayrled man tha as a priest; and he wisely arguasz
that fthe sxample of my comversion will be kept in sight 1onger
& more frequen*]y remembered than if I were to uake‘my plag
auong tha elergy and thus retive more ecomplately from the world
ﬁo¢ ny own part I cen only say 28 T truat I 49 in humoless/éic/
% in sincerity Lord hare I am.?! st will . Thouw have me to d0 ?
& roalying or his grace to- nelp me; endeavour to make mysslf usaiul
in whatever way be my voeation.... My dear wifs, your faithful
penifont dﬁnd/é/ you & shoxrd and mas%\affeetionatm & respectful
MeESELER: 00 o

On the £irst Sundey of Sep%amber, 1835,_Piereé had preached his
Farewell Sermon bto his parish, In it he gives some idea of how com~
plets and drrevocable he regarded hies vocation to ba an ecclesloatic:

Bpsthreny ©  Tou axe alieady zoquainted Wwith my resignation of
" the Rectorship: vperhaps also with ¥he reasons for it.
Th2 inereaced initerest, which the Protectant Chureh in Jreat
Britain, and in this coun¥ay has lately taken in the Roman Cath~
oilie questien, turned my studies in thet diregtions and, &
sense of honour, and indead of dubty, now lezds me to lay aside
the active funetions of the mingstry, while I further and more
fully prosecute thesge studlies. 1 therefores lecve my parish; butl
I do not renounce ny offies. My eourse ag = ¢lergyman, involvas
t00 many responsihilitiss toe the Chureh, and even to my family
nnd to myself, not te be long, and laboriouvsly, and devoutly
weighe&. But, wheresgver iy fubure sieps may lecd me, this mieh
18 at leact certain, the world of business eammot bte my place &f
“*fvga. The intention of my wows, I newer, never tan forget, By
ny own deslr2, by my own consent, I was forever seoparated from
all nhrsuixq and escupationg inconsistent with tha saersd charae-
Gar 0F sn secleslastic: snd the sinecere purpose of ny heard, and
05 my we%g ¥ howve no wish, no thought ta change. In ths great
kingdon »¥ CGod's ehureh milidapt, T lisited myself to ba a soldiey,
snd T 8o not wavesr in rny allagianes.




