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Unpacking
Frederick
Gaenslen

BY CAROL BAASS SOWA
TODAY'S CATHOLIC

SAN ANTONIO » Explore one
trail in San Antonio’s his-
tory and you will likely un-
cover a dozen more. In the
case of architect Frederick
“Fred” Bowen Gaenslen
(granduncle of former
State Representative and
Bexar County Commis-
sioner Thomas F. “Tommy”
Adkisson), the figura-
tive “unpacking” of
Gaenslen’s life led to
the very literal
unpacking of
newly ar-
rived family
portraits of
Gaenslen ances-
tors, bequeathed
through the recent
passing of a cousin in
Virginia. Their stories
and those of ancestors in
portraits already gracing
the walls of Adkisson’s
Southside law office offer
vignettes of San Antonio,
Texas and American his-
tory.

“It doesn’t take long to
trot down the road of life
before it’s over,” says AdKis-
son, who notes that if an ef-
fort is not made to preserve
family history, it will be
lost. “What was not lost,”
he says of the Gaenslens,
were “reflections on the
greatness of those who
came and were a part of the
family.”

FREDERICK BOWEN GAENSLEN
Fred Gaenslen, born
in San Antonio in 1869,
was educated at St. Louis
College (now St. Mary’s
University) and studied
architecture at the Mas-
sachusetts Institute of
Technology (MIT). He
worked as a draftsman in
Boston until the early 1890s,
then moved to Philadel-
phia, where he practiced
architecture and married
Neva Fisk. The young
couple soon moved to San

Antonio, where Gaenslen
was initially listed in the
city directory as a music
teacher. Musical talent ran
in the family, notes Mary
Louise Gaenslen Adkisson
(Tommy Adkisson’s moth-
er), who recalls her father,
George (Fred’s brother),
played the flute, while other
relatives excelled on the
piano. Possibly, Gaenslen
put his musical skills to
work while establish-
ing himself as an
architect here.
The Gaenslens
were promi-
nent mem-
bers of San

Antonio’s

Catholic com-
munity and his

architectural ca-
reer blossomed into
an impressive roster
of work in the Romanesque
Revival style for the Catho-
lic Church and various
religious orders throughout
Texas. A number of his
buildings have been desig-
nated historical landmarks.
San Antonio Catholics
surely will have been in or
driven past one or more of
his major structures here,
which include: the Chapel
of the Incarnate Word, Our
Lady of the Lake Convent,
St. Mary’s Church and rec-
tory, St. John’s Seminary,
St. Gerard Church, rectory
and school; and St. Antho-
ny School.

His first major commis-
sion, however, was St. Jo-
seph Church and Academy
in Dallas, and his largest
is said to be Sacred Heart
Church in Brownsville,
which later became a cha-
pel of Immaculate Concep-
tion Cathedral. Outside of
San Antonio, he was also
architect for the second St.
John the Evangelist Church
in Hondo (now;, its church
hall); St. Michael Church,
Cuero; Holy Cross Church,
Yorktown; St. Philip the
Apostle Church, E1 Campo;
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Thomas F. “Tommy “ Adkisson displays recently inherited portrait of his great-great-grandfather,
Samuel Frederick Gaenslen, whose descendents have had noteworthy roles in San Antonio’s history.

and Blessed Sacrament
Church, Houston. As
longtime repairs architect
for the missions, he joined
Atlee B. Ayres in supervis-
ing reconstruction of Mis-
sion San José’s collapsed
tower in 1928-29. Gaenslen
was not the first on his fam-
ily tree to have an impact
on his place and time.

RALPH W. PEACOCK, AKA JOHN
BOWEN

Bowen's Island, once
a well-known peninsula
in the San Antonio River
downtown, received its
name from owner John
Bowen, first postmaster of
San Antonio and grand-
father of Fred Gaenslen.
Bowen’'s name was not

A number of his
buildings have
been designated
historical
landmarks. San
Antonio Catholics
surely will have
been in or driven
past one or more
of his major
structures

here.

Catholic architect Frederick Bowen Gaenslen, whose works included St. John's
Seminary, St. Mary’s and St. Gerard churches, St. Anthony and St. Gerard
schools, the Chapel of the Incarnate Word and Our Lady of the Lake Convent.

originally Bowen, however,
but Ralph W. Peacock and
he left his mark on San
Antonio under both. Born
in 1801 in Pennsylvania,
Peacock spent many years
in South America before
arriving in Texas in the
early days of the Republic
of Texas, where he was a
close friend of Stephen F.
Austin. (Peacock’s grandfa-
ther, Daniel Steinmetz, was
a close friend of George
Washington and a financial
backer of the American
Revolution.)

Peacock settled in San An-

tonio, where, at the request

of his dying half-brother in
Jamaica, John Bowen, he
agreed to carry on the child-
less man’s name by legally
making it his own, accom-
plished through an act
of the Texas Legislature.
Known as a man of “great
firmness of character,” in
addition to operating the
post office out of his home,
La Quinta, for many years,
he was elected and ably
served terms as a city alder-
man and city treasurer,
later being appointed coun-
ty commissioner. During
the Civil War, he remained
loyal to the Union, despite
threats of burning down
his home, and was said
to have been a member
of the Underground
Railroad.
In 1850 the new
“John Bowen” mar-
ried Mary Elizabeth
Peacock, widow of
his brother George
Peacock, in San Fer-
nando Cathedral.

DR. JOHN JACOB
GAENSLEN
Mary Elizabeth Pea-
cock brought to her sec-
ond marriage a daughter,
Mary, who was adopted
by John Bowen (for-
merly Ralph Peacock)
and later married

SEE GAENSLEN,
PAGE 29
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GAENSLEN: Family members included both Confederates and Union loyalists
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Dr. John Jacob Gaenslen in
a ceremony performed on
Bowen’s Island by Bishop
Claude Dubuis. Mary, like
her adoptive father, had
been a staunch Unionist,
and the young couple must
have had some very inter-
esting conversations, Ad-
kisson notes, as the doctor,
originally from Virginia,
was a friend of Robert E.
Lee and had been Surgeon-
in-Chief of the Confederate
Army in Texas. A pioneer
physician and surgeon, he
was held in high regard for
his successful treatment

of San Antonio’s cholera
epidemic of 1866 and went
on to help found what later
became the Bexar County
Medical Society.

The couple, whose por-
traits hang on the walls of
Adkisson’s law office, lived
on Eastside acreage owned
by the Bowen family, and
Adkisson relates Mary (the
Unionist) changed their
street’s name from Bowen
to Dumoulin in honor of
Father J. Anthony Dumou-
lin, who came to San Anto-
nio following the Civil War
to minister to the freed
slaves. John J. and Mary’s
children included architect
Fred Gaenslen and engi-
neer George Gaenslen, ma-
ternal grandfather of Ad-
kisson, who recalls hearing
tales of his grandfather, as
a child, playing with little
Douglas MacArthur
at Fort Sam Hous-
ton and looking
the captured
Geronimo in
the face at the
Quadrangle.
Mary Bowen
Peacock

Significant names on the Gaenslen family tree
include: John Bowen (formerly Ralph W. Peacock),
first postmaster of San Antonio; Mary Elizabeth
Bowen Peacock Gaenslen (Bowen’s niece and

Gaenslen’s name is on a
stained glass window at St.
Gerard Church, one de-
signed by her son Fred.

DR. HENRY MANDEVILLE STILLE
Among significant names
added to the Gaenslen fam-
ily tree through marriage
is Dr. Henry Mandeville
Stillé from Pennsylvania,
son of Dr. Alfred Stillé, an
organizer and president
of the American Medical
Association (AMA). Henry
Stillé served as a doctor in
the Union Army during the
Civil War, then moved to
Texas and Mexico, where
he married Maria Luisa
Garza from a prominent
Saltillo area family, Their
five children included
twins, Maria and Luisa,
with Luisa later marrying
George Gaenslen. A framed
photo in Adkisson’s office
shows a formal banquet
held in 1911 in Saltillo for
President of Mexico Fran-
cisco Madero, with his
great-grandmother
as a guest. Henry
and Mary Loui-
sa’s portraits also
hold places of
honor in Adkis-
son’s office.

Mary Louise Gaenslen
Adkisson, mother of
Tommy Adkisson,
holds photo of
her grand-
mother,
Maria
Luisa
Garza
stille.

GEORGE HENRY NOONAN
Another name that reso-
nates locally on this branch

of the Gaenslen family

tree through marriage is
that of the distinguished
Texas jurist George Henry
Noonan, who married
Mary Gaenslen’s half-sister,
Sarah Cornelia Bowen.
Described as “universally
loved,” the popular Noonan
went on to become the

first Republican elected to
Congress in Texas since the
end of Reconstruction. His
granddaughter, Mary Ann
Noonan Guerra, was a ma-
jor chronicler of San Anto-
nio’s history and advocate

adopted daughter); Dr. John Jacob Gaenslen,
prominent Confederate doctor and hero of local
cholera epidemic; and Dr. Henry Mandeville Stillé,
distinguished Union Army doctor.

for the missions, as was her
husband, television news-
man Henry Guerra.

O’'NEIL FORD

Mary Gaenslen’s half-
sister, Martha Isabella, had
noteworthy ties as well,
marrying Leonard Wojomir
Orynski, a Polish patriot
and exile who established
the first wholesale drug
store in San Antonio, the
San Antonio Drug Com-
pany. Their daughter,
Elizabeth Orynski Graham,
and her daughter, Wanda
Graham Ford, were both
leading forces in and past-
presidents of the San An-

tonio Conservation Society,
which helped preserve San
Antonio’s missions, and
Wanda’s husband, O’Neil
Ford (a leading architect

of the Southwest, whose
projects included the Tower
of the Americas, Trinity
University and Assumption
Seminary’s chapel) was a
founding principal of Ford,
Powell & Carson, the Arch-
diocese of San Antonio’s
restoration architects for
the Old Spanish Missions
since the 1960s.

SAMUEL FREDERICK GAENSLEN

A final portrait, larger
than the rest and still boxed
from its recent delivery,
was carefully extracted to
reveal a painting of Samuel
Frederick Gaenslen, father
of Dr. John Jacob Gaenslen
and likely the namesake for
architect Frederick Bowen
Gaenslen whose story led
to so many others. The
patriarch of the Gaenslen
family would have been
proud to see his portrait
surrounded by such distin-
guished progeny.

N THE AUG. 3 ISSUE: Gaenslen
ancestor on track for sainthood
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ScuooL oF THEOLOGY
Pastoral Lay Formation Certificate Programs
“Preparing Men and Women for Ministry in the Church and Society”

The Lay Ministry Institute (LMI) & Instituto de Formacion Pastoral/Pastoral Formation Institute (IFF/FF1)
are currently accepting applications for the 2018 - 2019 lay ministry formation programs.

Instituto de Formacion Pastoral/
Pastoral Formation Institute

The IFP/PFl is a basic adult faith formation
program, offered in English or Spanish that
affords the student an initial introduction to
theological studies and personal leadership
development for use in a pastoral setting.
This is a two-year Certificate course of study.
Year 1 classes will be hosted at San Juan de
los Lagos Parish and at St. Jude Parish.

Lay Ministry Institute

The LMl is an intermediate level
preparation program that builds on the
student’s foundational theological
knowledge and personal spiritual
formation. During this two-year course of
study, participants will also be disceming
the call to ministry and guided through a
practicum experience. All dasses will be

held on the OST Main Campus.

Complete applications for either program must be recaived by August 1, 2018,
To request an application packet please contact Nosmy Colon, Asst. Registrar:
341-1366, ext. 212 or ncolon@ost.edu

For additional information regarding the programs contact
Rita Velasquez, Program Director, 341-1366, ext 238 or velasquez@ostedy
Donna San Miguel, Admin. Asst, 341-1366, ext. 206 or dsanmiguei@ostedu




